
GENERAL INFORMATION 
LOCATION The Ritz Charles, 12156 North Meridian Street Carmel, IN 46032 

 
AUDIENCE Health care clinicians and researchers interested in learning more about best practices in 

palliative and end-of-life care. 
 

AGENDA  8:00-8:30 am Registration, Breakfast, and Poster sessions 
8:30 -10:00 am Welcome and Keynote Presentation “Good Communication is Not 

Magic: An Empirical Approach to Talking with Seriously Ill Patients” 
10:00-10:15 am Break and Posters 
10:15-11:30 am Concurrent Sessions 

  Innovations and Best Practices in Palliative Care- Rapid Fire Poster    
     Session 

  Pediatric Palliative Care panel 

  From Microprocessing to Microprocessor: Using Technology to    
        Improve Communication Skills 

11:30 am-12:30 pm Lunch 
12:30-2:00 pm Presentation and Discussion– Legislative Hot Topics: POST 

Implementation and Opioid Regulations 
2:00-2:15 pm Break and Posters 
2:15-3:30 pm Concurrent Sessions 

  Ethics Consultation vs. Palliative Care Consultation 

  Dementia and Palliative Care 

 Advance Communication Skills Training 

3:30-4:00 pm Closing Remarks 
4:05pm Adjourn 

 
OBJECTIVE 
 

To bring together clinicians and researchers interested in evidence-based palliative and 
end-of-life care to help enhance clinical practice and foster new partnerships for 
translational research. 

  
LEARNING 
OBJECTIVES 

At the conclusion of this conference, learns will be able to :

 Describe best practices in palliative and hospice care for improving the care of seriously ill 
patients and their families; 

Discuss strategies to improve communication for seriously ill patients and their families; 

Identify how new legislation effects the practice of palliative care. 
  



Conference Program Highlights 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
 
 
 

 
James A. Tulsky, MD 

Chief, Duke Palliative Care 
Professor of Medicine and Nursing 

Duke University 
 
 
 

“Good Communication is Not Magic: An 
Empirical Approach to Talking with 

Seriously Ill Patients” 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. James Tulsky is Chief, Duke Palliative Care and Professor of Medicine and Nursing at 
Duke University.   Dr. Tulsky attended Cornell University as an undergraduate, completed 
his medical degree at the University of Illinois College of Medicine at Chicago, and 
received his internal medicine training at the University of California, San Francisco 
(UCSF).  He continued at UCSF as chief medical resident and subsequently as a Robert 
Wood Johnson Clinical Scholar.  In 1993, he joined the faculty of Duke University.  He was 
in the first cohort of Project on Death in America Soros Faculty Scholars, and is the 
recipient of a Robert Wood Johnson Generalist Physicians Faculty Scholars Award, a VA 
Health Services Research Career Development Award, the 2002 Presidential Early Career 
Award for Scientists and Engineers (the highest national award given by the White House 
Office of Science and Technology for early career investigators), and the 2006 Award for 
Research Excellence from the American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine.  In 
2013, he won the George L. Engel Award from the American Academy on 
Communication in Healthcare for “outstanding research contributing to the theory, 
practice and teaching of effective healthcare communication and related skills.” 

Dr. Tulsky has a longstanding interest in doctor-patient communication and quality of life 
at the end of life, and has published widely in these areas.  His current research focuses 
on the evaluation and enhancement of communication between oncologists and 
patients with advanced cancer, identification of clinical, psychosocial and spiritual 
trajectories of patients at the end of life, development of self-management interventions 
for patients with life-limiting illness, and evaluating the role of palliative care in 
congestive heart failure. 

  



CONFERENCE 
SPEAKERS 

Gabriel Bosslet, MD, MA, Assistant Professor, IU School of Medicine 
 
Colleen Brown, MD, Interim Medical Director, Adult and Pediatric Supportive Care Program St 
Vincent Hospital 
 
Charles Dietzen, MD, Medical Director of Inpatient Rehabilitation, Riley Hospital for Children, IU 
Health  
 
Lyle Fettig, MD, Assistant Professor, IU School of Medicine 
 
Joan Haase, PhD, RN, Professor, IU School of Nursing, RESPECT Center Co-Director 
 
Susan Hickman, PhD,  Associate Professor, IU School of Nursing, RESPECT Center Co-Director 
 
James J. Laughlin, MD, Bloomington Pediatric Medical Director, Riley Physicians and IU  Health-
Southern Indiana Physicians 
 
Karen Moody, MD, MS, Director, Pediatric Palliative Care, Riley Children's Hospital 
 
Sheri Robb, PhD, MT-BC, Associate Professor, IU School of Nursing 
 
Greg Sachs, MD, Division Chief of General Internal Medicine and Geriatrics, IU School of 
Medicine, RESPECT Center Co-Director 
 
Jo Swart, CPNP, Program Coordinator, Pediatric Supportive Care Team, St. Vincent Health 
 
Allison Taylor, JD, Attorney at Law, Hall, Render, Killian, Heath & Lyman 
 
Alexia Torke, MD, Associate Professor, IU School of Medicine 
 
Gerald Walthall, MD, Medical Director of Palliative Care, Franciscan Alliance St. Francis Health 
 
Lucia Wocial, PhD, RN, Nurse Ethicist, Fairbanks Center for Medical Ethics, IU Health 

 
Conference Planning Committee 

 
Susan Hickman 

IU School of Nursing 
Joan Haase 

IU School of Nursing 
Greg Sachs 

IU School of Medicine 
 

Ella Bowman 
IU School of Medicine 

 
Carol Braden 

Brooke’s Place 

 
Rebecca Carter 

IN Hospice &Palliative Care Org 
 

Richard Frankel 
IU School of Medicine 

 
Amy Haskamp 

IU Health North Hospital 

 
Laura Holtz 

Regenstrief Institute 
 

Steve Ivy 
IU Health 

 
Tom Ledyard 

Community Health Network 

 
Karen Payne 

IU Health Hospice 
 

Cecilia Quade 
Franciscan St. Francis Health 

 
Stacey Sharp 

Community Health Network 

 
Jan Sinn 

Retired Hospice Director 
  



CALL FOR 
POSTERS 

Attendees are invited to submit poster abstracts highlighting their research, literature 
reviews, quality improvement projects, or programs. Space will be available to display 
posters throughout the session. Up to 10 authors will be invited to briefly present their 
poster during the morning concurrent session. Poster submission guidelines can be found at 
http://www.iupui.edu/~irespect/index.html.  
 

ACCREDIATION 
STATEMENT 

Indiana University School of Medicine is accredited by the ACCME to provide 
continuing medical education for physicians. 
 

DESIGNATION 
STATEMENT 

Indiana University School of Medicine designates this live activity for a maximum of 6 AMA 
PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent 
of their participation in the activity.  
 

IU Health Indianapolis  (OH-412, 6/1/2016) is an approved provider of continuing nursing 
education by the Ohio Nurses Association (OBN-001-91), an accredited approver by the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.  Nurses will be 
granted 6.25 contact hours after attendance of the entire event and submission of an 
evaluation. 
 

Indiana University Health, Indianapolis, has been approved by the Indiana Social Worker, 
Marriage and Family Therapist and Mental Health Counselor Board to provide Category I 
Continuing Education program for: LSW, LCSW, and MTC.  This program provides a maximum 
of 6.25 contact hours.   
 
Indiana University has been approved by the Indiana Professional Licensing Board to provide 
Category I Continuing Education program for Health Facility Administrations.  This program 
provides a maximum of 6.25 contact hours.   
 

FACULTY 
DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 

In accordance with the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) 
Standards for Commercial Support, educational programs sponsored by Indiana University 
School of Medicine (IUSM) must demonstrate balance, independence, objectivity, and 
scientific rigor.  All faculty, authors, editors, and planning committee members participating 
in an IUSM-sponsored activity are required to disclose any relevant financial interest or 
other relationship with the manufacturer(s) of any commercial product(s) and/or 
provider(s) of commercial services that are discussed in an educational activity.   
 

Note While it offers CME credits, this activity is not intended to provide extensive training or 
certification in the field. 

MORE 
INFORMATION 

Contact Laura Holtz, RESPECT Center Program Manager at respectc@iupui.edu  
or 317-274-9114.  http://www.iupui.edu/~irespect/  
 

We want everyone to feel welcome at this and other CME events. If you have a disability and need an accommodation to participate 

in this program, we will try to provide it. Please contact the CME office at (317) 274-0104 before you come to the event. At least 72 

hours’ notice may be necessary. 

Conference Partners 

 

 

  

  

http://www.iupui.edu/~irespect/index.html
mailto:respectc@iupui.edu


Registration Information 
 

 
FEES 

 
Registration Fee: $ 75.00 
  
Registration fees include conference materials, sessions, continental breakfast, 
lunch, afternoon break service, and certificate.   
 

Scholarships are available.  Please contact Laura Holtz at 317-274-9114 or at 
respectc@iupui.edu for more information and prior to registration. 
 

REGISTRATION To register online:  http://www.formstack.com/forms/xsimple-2014respect 
  
For questions about registration, please contact the CME office at (317) 274-0104 
or by email at cme@iu.edu 
 

CANCELLATION POLICY Cancellation requests must be submitted to the CME office. Cancellations 
received by February 22, 2014 will receive a full refund. Cancellations received 
after that date will not be refunded, but substitutions are welcome. 
 
 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE 
 

 

FEBRUARY 21, 2014 
 

 

http://www.formstack.com/forms/xsimple-2014respect

